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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CSU-Global and Denver Public Schools Partner to Increase Number of 
K-12 Educators Teaching Dual Enrollment Courses 

 

Greenwood Village, CO (Aug. 7, 2017)- Colorado State University-Global Campus (CSU-Global) 
and Denver Public Schools (DPS) are partnering to increase professional development 
opportunities for DPS educators who teach or want to qualify to teach dual enrollment courses. 
According to the Colorado Department of Higher Education (CDHE), dual enrollment, where 
students take college classes and earn college credit while still in high school, is associated with 
a 23 percent increase in the likelihood of enrolling in college. 
  
In order to increase opportunities for DPS educators and ultimately students, CSU-Global 
created a program that accelerates graduate level coursework in English and mathematics to 
support the credentialing for DPS teachers. Given that all the coursework is online, teachers can 
complete the program without disrupting their busy lives and careers. 
 
“We are pleased to partner on an important program that supports DPS teachers,” said Dr. Jon 
Bellum, Provost and Executive Vice President at CSU-Global. “We want Denver students to have 
access to dual enrollment courses, and the graduate level courses in math and English created 
by CSU-Global help ensure DPS teachers have the credentials necessary to serve their 
students.”  
 
The first cohort of nearly two dozen teachers comes from 12 schools across Denver. They began 
the program in June, will be taking courses year round, and are expected to complete in May 
2018. Costs associated with this program are supported in part by grant funding and school 
leader support. 
 
“Dual enrollment programs are an extremely successful and rapidly expanding strategy for 
ensuring students are ready for their future college and career aspirations. The teacher training 
partnership with CSU-Global – which provides a high-quality online degree program with 
maximum flexibility for busy teachers – is critical to ensuring that DPS has the internal capacity 
to continue to offer as many opportunities to students as possible,” said Dr. Kim Poast, 
Executive Director of the DPS Office of College and Career Readiness.  
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Available at all DPS high schools and at select charter schools, many dual-enrollment credits are 
transferrable to a two- or four-year degree program. DPS is leading the state with the highest 
number of students participating in concurrent enrollment during the 2015-16 school year 
(totaling 2,531), according to a recent report released from CDHE.  
  
Some program participants have taught dual enrollment previously, but now need additional 
coursework to maintain their qualifications, while others are responding to the significant 
demand for dual enrollment courses across the district.  
 
Sixth-grade language arts teacher Raylene Kaufman is participating in the dual enrollment 
program to earn the teaching credentials she needs to be able to teach college-level English 
classes to ninth through twelfth graders. Kaufman teaches at Kunsmiller Creative Arts Academy, 
a K-12 arts-focused school in Denver. 
 
“Dual enrollment is important to our students because it builds a culture of college readiness 
early on in their education,” said Raylene Kaufman, a DPS teacher participating in the dual 
enrollment program at CSU-Global. “It shows students that college is possible and it pushes 
teachers to think more about the urgency to get students prepared and ready for the next 
level.” 
 
Visit the CSU-Global website to learn more about the license and certification programs the 
university offers in the field of education. 

 
About Colorado State University-Global Campus 

Colorado State University-Global Campus (CSU-Global) offers career relevant bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programs for working adults and nontraditional learners. As the first and only 
100% online, fully accredited public university in the United States, CSU-Global is focused on 
student success as its number one priority. Embracing the land grant heritage as part of the 
Colorado State University System, CSU-Global sets the standard for quality and innovation in 

higher education through its expert faculty who are recognized as industry leaders and trained 
in working with adults in an online learning environment. CSU-Global offers a streamlined 
enrollment process with accelerated eight week courses that start every four weeks. Visit 

CSUGlobal.edu or call 1-800-920-6723 for more information.   
 

About Denver Public Schools 
Denver Public Schools (DPS) is committed to meeting the educational needs of every student 

with great schools in every neighborhood. Its goal is to provide every child in Denver with 
rigorous, enriching educational opportunities from preschool through high school graduation. 

DPS is comprised of approximately 200 schools, including traditional, magnet, charter and 
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pathways schools, with a current total enrollment of more than 92,000 students – 77.5% of 
which are minorities. DPS is one of the fastest-growing urban school districts in the country in 

terms of enrollment, and is the fastest-growing large school district in Colorado in terms of 
academic growth. Learn more at dpsk12.org. 
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