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Pursue your CPA with an ACBSP-accredited 
degree 
The masters of professional accounting program is designed to meet the needs of 
those who are interested in a career as a professional accountant, as well as helping  
to prepare them for the Certified Public Accountant exam.  

With an emphasis on leadership, teamwork, planning, and communication skills, 
the masters degree in professional accounting program will prepare you to take 
on a leadership role in public accounting, corporations, government agencies, 
nonprofits, and other sectors.

Be on the cutting edge of fiscal management, 
analysis, and advising 
CPAs play a vital role in helping clients and organizations run more efficiently and 
successfully from an accounting perspective. They stay current with changes to 
financial laws and regulations, and their skills and knowledge help reduce business 
costs and improve profits. For this reason, CPAs are a large part of what defines 
financial success today. 

With a master’s in professional accounting, you may be in charge of the following 
tasks or teams who are responsible for:

• Preparing, analyzing, and confirming accuracy of tax documents.

• Ensuring taxes are paid properly and on time.

• Organizing and maintaining financial records.

• Identifying ways to increase value, reduce costs, and improve the 
bottom line.

Master's Degree in
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING

Career Opportunities 
A CSU Global master’s degree in 
professional accounting can prepare 
you for employment or a promotion  
as the following:  

• Certified Public Accountant

• Accounting Manager or Supervisor

• Tax Examiner

• Budget Analyst

Top Accounting  
Job Titles
Accountants & Auditors 
2018 Median Pay: $70,500

Tax Examiners and Collectors,  
and Revenue Agents 
2018 Median Pay: $54,440

Top Executives 
2018 Median Pay: $104,980

Operations Research Analysts 
2018 Median Pay: $83,390

 http://www.bls.gov

This program, along with other CSU Global business 
degrees, is accredited by the Accreditation Council  
for Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP)



Master's Degree in PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING

Visit us at CSUGlobal.edu/paths
or talk to an enrollment counselor by calling 800-920-6723

More 
Info

COURSE NUMBER AND TITLE DEGREE REQUIREMENT CREDITS NOTES

RES501*  Fundamentals of Research and Writing Provisory* 3*
BUS500**  Foundations of Business Provisory** 3**
ACT506  Advanced Accounting II Program Core 3
ACT510  Forensic Accounting and Fraud Examination Program Core 3
ACT520  International Accounting Program Core 3
ACT560  Accounting Ethics Program Core 3
ACT570  Advanced Cost Accounting Program Core 3
ACT575  Advanced Auditing and Assurance Services Program Core 3

ACT555  Advanced Governmental Accounting 
and Nonprofit Accounting Program Core 3

ACT580  Capstone - Accounting Program Core 3
Number of Emphasis Credits to be Taken 6

TOTAL 30*Master's Plus - Some Master of Professional Accounting students may be required to take 
BUS500 and/or RES500 as part of their coursework if they do not have previous experience/
an accredited degree in business courses and/or accounting, finance, or business statistics. In 
this case, these courses do not count toward the degree program.

**Students who do not have a previous degree from an ACBSP-accredited program must 
complete BUS500 before completing other program requirements. Provisional students who 
have completed a prior degree from an accredited business program will complete RES501 or 
RES500, rather than BUS500.

Degree Emphases

Data Analytics Emphasis

The Data Analytics Emphasis is designed for those who want to 
acquire advanced analytical skills in addition to having in-depth 
accounting knowledge.

Courses in the Data Analytics Emphasis include:

• MIS510: Data Mining and Visualization

• MIS542: Business Analytics

Fraud Investigations &  
Forensic Accounting Emphasis 

Forensic accountants utilize their accounting skills to provide 
investigative, litigation, and valuation support in cases involving 
financial statement fraud, mergers and acquisitions, bankruptcy 
and insolvency, and divorce.

Courses in the Fraud Investigations & Forensic Emphasis include:

• ACT557: Advanced Fraud Investigations and Forensic 
Accounting

• ACT558: Fraud and Forensic Accounting Data Analysis

Auditing &  
Assurance Emphasis 

Audit and assurance service informs users by painting a true 
picture of where an organization’s financial information stands, 
providing relevant insights about financial and non-financial 
information, changes that are needed as well as how the changes 
happens so users can make sound decisions.

Courses in the Auditing & Assurance Emphasis include:

• ACT576: Internal Auditing

• ACT577: Advanced Information System Audit

Taxation Emphasis 

The taxation emphasis builds on students’ previous conceptual 
understanding of taxation, awareness of tax professionals’ 
responsibilities, technical competence as tax professionals, and 
understanding of tax laws and policies.

Courses in the Taxation Emphasis include:

• ACT550: Advanced Income Taxation

• ACT551: Advanced Tax Policy and Research

This emphasis is designed for students who want to take diverse courses for career growth or for meeting the education requirements of the CPA 
and other accounting professional licenses examinations.

In addition to the eight required core courses, students can select two courses from the following list.

•  ACT550: Advanced Income Taxation

•  ACT557: Advanced Fraud 
Investigation & Forensic Accounting

•  ACT558: Fraud & Forensic 
Accounting Data Analysis

•  ACT595***: Accounting – Internship

•  FIN520: Financial Reporting and 
Analysis

•  FIN530: Corporate Finance

•  MGT510: Strategy Planning

***ACT595 is an optional course that will provide students with practical experience in accounting. This course may not be available in all states; see the State Specific Authorization Policy under Admissions Policies.

Professional Accounting Emphasis


