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CSU-Global and Colorado Rural Education Collaborative Prepare Rural 
K-12 Educators for Dual Enrollment Instruction, Giving Students a 

Head Start on College and Saving Families Money 
 

K-12 Teachers in Southeast Colorado Receive Grants for Training 
 

Greenwood Village, Colo. – At a time when college costs are soaring, students can save money by 
earning college credits while still in high school through dual enrollment. However, due to policy 
changes enacted by the Colorado Commission on Higher Education, teachers who had previously been 
qualified to teach concurrent enrollment had to bolster their credentials to continue offering the 
coursework. 
 
When the Colorado Rural Education Collaborative and several of its 47 member districts realized this 
change could reduce concurrent enrollment opportunities for students in rural Colorado by up to 50 
percent, they began seeking ways for teachers to meet the new credentialing requirements. 
 
Colorado State University-Global Campus (CSU-Global), an independent, 100 percent online institution 
that is part of the Colorado State University System came up with a solution for the rural districts to 
maintain and increase dual enrollment opportunities for students by helping k-12 teachers meet the 
requirements to continue teaching these types of courses.  
 
Dual enrollment or concurrent enrollment refers to college level courses taught in high schools, allowing 
secondary students to earn college credits. Last month, the Colorado Department of Higher Education 
issued a report on concurrent enrollment, which showed that more than 30 percent of 11th and 12th 
graders in public high schools in the state participated in dual enrollment in 2015-2016. 
 
In response to the changing credentialing requirements, CSU-Global and the Colorado Rural Education 
Collaborative created a program to provide grants to rural teachers to pay for the graduate level 
coursework in English and Mathematics so they could teach dual enrollment. The pilot program was 
funded by the Colorado Department of Higher Education through a competitive grant and offered in 
partnership with the Santa Fe Trail Boards of Cooperative Educational Services (SFTBOCES), Battelle for 
Kids and Generation Schools Network through the Colorado Rural Education Collaborative, and Otero 
Junior College. 
 
High school math teacher Kristi Mayo of La Junta, Colorado has taken advantage of the program to earn 
the teaching credentials she needs to offer pre-calculus and trigonometry classes that used to only be 
available at the local junior college. Mayo teaches at the rural La Junta High School in southeastern 
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Colorado, the same school from which she graduated, and knows first-hand how important it is to get 
students engaged in college early. 
 
“There is no cost to the students to take these college courses right here in their high school. They even 
have their textbooks paid for. I have had 18 students participate this year and I think it is a great way to 
get them exposed to college level work, and give them actual credits which ultimately will make it easier 
and less expensive for them to earn their college degree,” said Mayo. 
 
Mayo will graduate from CSU-Global with her Master of Science in Teaching and Learning this summer 
with the additional 18 hours of graduate credit in English that are required by the state to teach dual 
enrollment in a particular subject area. She says the flexibility of earning her degree online and the fact 
that her tuition was covered by the scholarship made her participation possible. “I am a mom of four 
children. I never would have been able to complete this program if I had to travel to a campus for 
classes.” 
 
“This program really is a win-win-win: educators get a master’s degree and 18 graduate credits in math 
or English so they can teach at a higher level; students gain access to college level courses from teachers 
they already know right in their own high school; and Colorado is moving toward a more well educated 
workforce,” said Dr. Jon Bellum, Provost and Executive Vice President at CSU-Global. 
 
According to Denille LePlatt, GSN Senior Director and Collaborative Facilitator, “We are grateful for the 
funding and partnership that helped us respond directly to the needs of our member districts bringing 
resources and solutions to rural Colorado educators and students in response to what could have been a 
crisis. CSU-Global strategically met the need through their significant experience designing high-quality 
online degree programs with maximum flexibility for busy adults.”  
 
While the pilot program was funded through the 2015-2016 Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA), Improving Teacher Quality, Title II, Part A federal grant, the university has now made the courses 
available for other educators and is working with other school districts on expanded partnerships.   
 

~ ~ ~ 
About Colorado State University-Global Campus 
Colorado State University-Global Campus (CSU-Global) was created by the Colorado State University 
System Board of Governors in 2007 as the first 100 percent online state university in the United States. 
CSU-Global is focused on facilitating adult success in a global marketplace through career-relevant 
education including bachelor’s degree completion and master’s degree programs. Embracing the land 
grant heritage as part of the Colorado State University System, CSU-Global sets the standard for quality 
and innovation in higher education through its expert faculty trained in working with adults in an online 
learning environment, and through its dedication to student retention, graduation and workplace 
success. Visit CSUGlobal.edu or call 1-800-920-6723 for more information. 
 
For More About the Partners:  
Battelle for Kids: www.battelleforkids.org  
Colorado Rural Education Collaborative: www.coruraledcollab.org 
Generation Schools Network: www.generationschools.org 
Santa Fe Trail BOCES: www.sftboces.org 
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Otero Junior College: www.ojc.edu  
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